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L. ’ ‘an influx of people into Swatow because of depressed
conditions In the cowntryeilde caused a housing shortege and en lncrease in 25X1
rents in the city.l

2. Farm loans, once made avallable %o peagants by the government, were no
longer being issued. Farm cooperatives, which once loaned séeds and
fertilizer, were now concerned principally wilth the control of prices on farm
produce. Some of the peasants sold lend granted them under the land reform
progrem without any tutervention from the government to stop these sales.

The usuel price for the land was JMP 800,000 per mou (3965) .

3. Prices fluctuated con ebly in Swatow and there were frequent shortages
of basic essentials. laundry sosp was almost unavallable; peanut o5x1q
oil, which had also been unaveilable, was placed under state control;2 rice
sold for JMP 120,000 per picul; pork sold for JMP 18,000 per catty; fish
sold for JMP 20,000 per catty. Cloth and clothing were generally expensive.
Black market dealings in goods were more or less an oOpen secret.

Comments 25X1

1. ‘ Jthe population
of Swatow had fallen to less than 200,000 from 250,000 since the Com-~
munists regime csme to power due mainly to a depressed economy in the
area, and that many people had volunteered to join lahor battallons
rather than be faced with unemployment.

2| - 25X1
peanut oil was almost mobtainable THroughout CHINg, alld peuple wWolw
forced to depend on less palatable edible oils. ~ ILLEGIB
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